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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.
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We Thank Thee, O God, for a
Prophet

1. We thank thee, O God, for a prophet
To guide us in these latter days.
We thank thee for sending the gospel
To lighten our minds with its rays.
We thank thee for every blessing
Bestowed by thy bounteous hand.
We feel it a pleasure to serve thee
And love to obey thy command.

The first sentence is self explanatory, as it is expressing
gratitude to the Lord for having a prophet to give us direction.
References to light are generally referring to gaining spiritual
knowledge, as the lack of light is equivalent to spiritual
darkness. The rays or spiritual effects of Christ’s gospel is to
enlighten our minds or give us knowledge and insights.

We are grateful for all of our blessings given by the Lord’s
generosity (bounteous hand). It is a pleasure to serve such a
person and we love obeying God’s commandments.

2. When dark clouds of trouble hang o'er us
And threaten our peace to destroy,
There is hope smiling brightly before us,
And we know that deliv'rance is nigh.
We doubt not the Lord nor his goodness.
We've proved him in days that are past.
The wicked who fight against Zion
Will surely be smitten at last.

This is a visual painted to describe “dark” or troubling times of
trial and difficulty. They tend to destroy our internal peace.
During these times of difficulty we see the hope, created by
our faith in Christ, as a shining example in our minds telling us
that the Lord will come to our rescue.

We do not doubt God, nor his goodness, because we have
proven (tested) his goodness in the past. We know that those
wicked people who fight against God’s covenant people (Zion)
will be punished (smitten) in the end.

3. We'll sing of his goodness and mercy.
We'll praise him by day and by night,
Rejoice in his glorious gospel,
And bask in its life-giving light.
Thus on to eternal perfection
The honest and faithful will go,
While they who reject this glad message
Shall never such happiness know.

We will sing of God’s goodness and mercy. We will speak of His
virtues and goodness (praise) both day and night. We will
celebrate the glory of his gospel, and bathe in or soak in (bask)
the saving knowledge we receive from the gospel (life-giving
light).

In this way we, the honest and faithful to Christ, will progress
toward eternal perfection, while those who reject this happy
message will never know such happiness.
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