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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.
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Come, Thou Glorious Day of
Promise

1. Come, thou glorious day of promise;
Come and spread thy cheerful ray,
When the scattered sheep of Israel
Shall no longer go astray,
When hosannas,
When hosannas
With united voice they'll cry.

The glorious day of promise referred to here is the ushering in
of the last dispensation, when the Lord would begin to gather
scattered Israel. In that day those who are gathered back into
the gospel will shout praises (hosannas) to the Lord as one
people.

2. Lord, how long wilt thou be angry?
Shall thy wrath forever burn?
Rise, redeem thine ancient people;
Their transgressions from them turn.
King of Israel,
King of Israel,
Come and set thy people free.

Israel was warned over and over again that their disobedience
would bring the anger of the Lord down on their heads in the
form of punishments and dispersion as a people. This verse is a
plea for the Lord to lift the curse and bondage of His people
and set them free to return to their lands of promise.

3. Oh, that soon thou wouldst to Jacob
Thy enliv'ning Spirit send!
Of their unbelief and misery
Make, O Lord, a speedy end.
Lord, Messiah!
Lord, Messiah!
Prince of Peace o'er Israel reign.

The use of the name of Jacob is equal to the name of Israel.
This verse pleads with the Lord to end Israel’s misery and their
unbelief by sending His Spirit to convert (enliven) them. It
concludes with a hope that Jesus (the Prince of Peace, and
Jehovah) will once again rule over His people.
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