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Mormonbasics.com is humbled to bring you a commentary on the hymns published by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. This commentary is presented in a two-column format. The original text, as
presented in the hymnbook published by the LDS Church, is in the left column. The comments on the right are
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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.
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Joseph Smith’s First Prayer

1. Oh, how lovely was the morning!
Radiant beamed the sun above.
Bees were humming, sweet birds singing,
Music ringing thru the grove,
When within the shady woodland
Joseph sought the God of love,
When within the shady woodland
Joseph sought the God of love.

This hymn is written in the attitude of one experiencing great
joy or rapture. The author of this hymn is reveling in the
glorious truths revealed by Joseph Smith’s first vision.

The music referred to is the song of the birds heard
throughout the forest. In this shady woodland, on such a
glorious spring day as he describes, Joseph went out to seek
the “God of love.” We may not often refer to God as the God
of love, but we do define God by that very attribute. Gaining
charity, or the pure love of God is the highest form of personal
achievement.

2. Humbly kneeling, sweet appealing--
'Twas the boy's first uttered prayer--
When the pow'rs of sin assailing
Filled his soul with deep despair;
But undaunted, still he trusted
In his Heav'nly Father's care;
But undaunted, still he trusted
In his Heav'nly Father's care.

Joseph knelt in humility to appeal or plead with God for
direction. This was the first time he had ever prayed out loud.
No sooner had he begun to pray than Satan and the powers of
darkness attacked him (assailed) and filled his soul with
despair or a sense of hopelessness. The important point in the
last part of this verse is that Joseph did not give in to the
hopelessness, he chose to continue to trust that the Lord
would save him and take care of him.

3. Suddenly a light descended,
Brighter far than noonday sun,
And a shining, glorious pillar
O'er him fell, around him shone,
While appeared two heav'nly beings,
God the Father and the Son,
While appeared two heav'nly beings,
God the Father and the Son.

As soon as the pillar of light appeared over Joseph’s head the
powers of evil fled from him, and as he watched the light come
down and shine all around him, he saw two personages, two
people standing in the light, God the Father and the Son.

4. "Joseph, this is my Beloved;
Hear him!" Oh, how sweet the word!
Joseph's humble prayer was answered,
And he listened to the Lord.
Oh, what rapture filled his bosom,
For he saw the living God;
Oh, what rapture filled his bosom,
For he saw the living God.

The first to speak was the Father. Throughout the scriptures
the only time we ever hear the Father speak it is to introduce
Christ. After he introduces Christ, we only hear from Christ.
The only time the Father ever spoke Christ remained silent was
when Adam and Eve were in the Garden of Eden, before they
ate the fruit. Once they became mortal, Christ became our
advocate to the Father, and he only speaks to introduce our
advocate.

So yes, the boy’s humble prayer for guidance was answered,
and oh, how sweet was that answer. Joseph listened to Christ,
and was filled with joy, for he had actually seen the living God.
This was something that had not happened in almost 2000
years.
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